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In the small hours of the morning one fall day in 1866, a frantic widow visits detective Charles

Lenox. Lady Annabelle's problem is simple: her beloved son, George, has vanished from his room

at Oxford. When Lenox visits his alma mater to investigate, he discovers a series of bizarre clues,

including a murdered cat and a card cryptically referring to "The September Society". Then, just as

Lenox realizes that the case may be deeper than it appears, a student dies, the victim of foul play.

What could the September Society have to do with it? What specter, returned from the past, is

haunting gentle Oxford? Lenox, with the support of his devoted friends in London's upper crust,

must race to discover the truth before it comes searching for him, and dangerously close to home.
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"The September Society" is the second installment in the Charles Lenox Mysteries, this time

involving crimes that occur in two different eras: the first, when two men are murdered in Punjab

shortly after the Anglo-Sikh War; and the second, nineteen years later in 1866, when a young

Oxonian, George Payson, vanishes. Lenox is approached by George's worried mother, Lady

Annabelle, who prevails upon Lenox to find him. Lenox travels to Oxford where he discovers a

collection of bizarre clues in George's room--a dead cat, a red string, a fountain pen, a cryptic note

and a card bearing the words `September Society'. Compounding the mystery is the disappearance

of George's friend and confidante, Bill Dabney.Soon after, a corpse is discovered in the fields,

assumed to be that of George's. As Lenox investigates, it becomes apparent that this murder is



connected to those in Punjab, but how? What happened to Dabney? What is behind the covert

September Society and what is its connection to the crimes? It will take Lenox's considerable skills

to solve what he regards `a strange and laborious case', and do so before someone else is

killed.Lenox's pack is back--his associate, the skilled Dr. McConnell; his always-circumspect and

resourceful valet Graham; and his best friend, the compassionate Lady Jane--with a new kid on the

block, the inveterate drinker and layabout Dallington, now his apprentice.The development of the

Lenox character is gaining speed. At forty and still a bachelor, he's now mustering the courage to

take his friendship with Lady Jane a step further. There's more introspection, too, as he weighs his

continuing desire to pursue his detection against his dream of serving in parliament.
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